
Highlights of 2017

W e are delighted to say that in 
2017 we reached a significant 

milestone – 1.5 million children have 
now taken part in Zippy’s Friends and 
Apple’s Friends since Partnership for 
Children was founded 15 years ago. 
We remain a small charity in terms 
of number of staff and expenditure 
(around £400,000 per annum), 
however we are able to have such 
a large reach thanks to our model 
of working with over 30 partner 
organisations around the world.

Our work in the UK has grown 
significantly during 2017. During the 
year 203 schools ran Zippy’s Friends 
and Apple’s Friends. Eighty of these 
schools were running the programme 
for the first time. In addition we have 
been trialling a new way of training 
schools via a group of Licensed Trainers 
so that we are able to meet the 
increased demand for training. In 2017 
we recruited and trained 33 Licensed 
Trainers and they in turn trained 239 
primary school teachers to run our 
programmes.

In April 2017 we were delighted 
to be chosen as the charity partner of 
Wesleyan Financial Services. Wesleyan 
has a long history of corporate social 
responsibility and during the two-year 
partnership they will be providing both 
financial support through an extensive 
programme of employee fundraising 
events and pro-bono advice to build our 
work with schools in the UK. Wesleyan 
aims to raise £100,000 for Partnership 
for Children in the next two years. 
To date they have funded a training 
workshop in Scotland for 25 teachers 
and six new Licensed Trainers to provide 
future teacher training in Scotland. 
Wesleyan also funded two Licensed 
Trainers in the West Midlands and they 
part-funded the training of 15 teachers 
in the North East of England.

Working through our partner 
organisations, our international work 
has continued to expand and develop 
in 2017. Over 200 new teachers 
were trained to run Zippy’s Friends in 
Singapore and Apple’s Friends is running 
for the first time in the Czech Republic.

1.5 million children around 
the world have benefited 
from our programmes
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Apple’s Friends
Following the launch of Apple’s 
Friends, our programme for 7-9 
year olds, in 2016, 50 schools in 
the UK ran the programme in 2017.

Feedback from teachers:

“Children who struggle building 
friendship groups are now more 
confident at building relationships 
with their peers.”

“The class did Zippy’s Friends last 
year and this was a consolidation 
of the previous course. The children 
engaged straight away and it 
helped with the transition into 
their new class.”

“Apple’s Friends will give the 
children strategies to cope 
throughout life - this will help them 
with their emotional wellbeing.”

“I would recommend Apple’s 
Friends to schools, it is easy to 
deliver and encourages children to 
be open about their anxieties and 
feelings.”

Zippy’s Friends enjoyed a successful year in Korea.

Zippy’s Friends training materials from around 
the world.
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We know from the response we 
get from teachers, children and 
parents that our programmes really 
help, but independant evaluation 
is crucial to provide evidence that 
the programmes work. In 2017, the 
largest ever randomised control trial 
of Zippy’s Friends was completed in 
schools in England involving nearly 
4,000 pupils, funded by the Education 
Endowment Foundation. The study 
tests whether Zippy’s Friends affects 

both social and emotional skills and 
academic attainment. The results will 
be published this summer.

Our partners in the Czech Republic 
conducted their own evaluation of 
Zippy’s Friends, and were excited 
to find that children with special 
needs improved some of their skills 
to the same level as their more able 
peers. Thanks to the same partner 
organisation, Zippy’s Friends was 
recognised as an EU Good Practice in 
Mental Health and Wellbeing, and in 
the UK, was included in the rigorously 
assessed Guidebook produced by the 
Early Intervention Foundation.

Recognition for Zippy’s Friends Priorities for 2018
•  Launch new programme for  

10 – 11 year olds with funding 

from the Skills for Life Appeal

•  Expand our work for pupils with 

special needs

•  Respond to the results of the 

EEF evaluation study

•  Develop new resources to 

support a whole school 

approach to mental health
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At the beginning of 2017, our 
Special Needs Supplement was 
updated based on feedback from The 
University of Birmingham evaluation 
report. The new supplement 
was offered to existing schools in 
the UK who had previously run 
Zippy’s Friends for SEN and we also 
promoted the programme to new 
schools.

In March, we ran a Zippy’s Friends 
for Pupils with Special Needs funded 
training course. Teachers from five 
schools in Surrey, which support 
children and young people with a 
wide range of special needs,  
attended the training. One of the 
schools was so impressed with the 
programme that they decided to 
roll it out on a larger scale and we 
trained ten more members of staff 
from that school. This has enabled 
them to promote a whole school 
approach to Zippy’s Friends. 

We received very positive 
feedback about the training course 
and programme:

“I now know how to teach children 
with SEND about emotions.”

“The programme is very clear and 
the resources are excellent for pupils 
with SEND.”

Since the training, we have 
visited a number of special schools to 
observe Zippy’s Friends classes. The 
pupils particularly enjoyed generating 
their own solutions to the difficulties 

the characters in the story were facing 
and the pupils were able to relate 
this to real life scenarios they had 
experienced. 

The Deputy Headteacher from a 
school in Surrey said: “We have found 
the Zippy’s group to be invaluable in 
teaching many of our pupils the skills 
they need to identify and manage 
their emotions and have been able to 
adapt it to suit the needs of our less 
cognitively able pupils too.”

In 2017 we trained 44 teachers 
working in special schools in the UK. 
Our partner in Lithuania trained 14 
teachers in special schools, and we 
estimate that 458 new children have 
benefited from the programme in 2017.

In 2018, with the help of our 
generous funders, we plan to expand 
the programme for special schools in 
three new regions in the UK. Our  
next training session is scheduled for 
April 2018. 

Zippy’s Friends for Pupils with Special Needs

Training at the Ridgeway Community School, 
Surrey


